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Hazardous Chemical Symbols

We see these 

signs on 

chemical but 

what do they 

mean?
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Chemicals in the UK

EU chemicals must now be registered and given a UFI
(Unique Formula Identifier) 
The chemicals are notified to the European agency: ECHA
This is now a legal requirement as of January 1, 2021

However, chemicals manufactured in UK will now have a voluntary 
scheme where they notify the National Poisons Information Service 
(NPIS) in Birmingham.

An emergency
Call 111, 999 or your GP surgery. They will have access to the National 
Poisons Database and can search the information on your behalf



Labelling signs

GHS -The Globally Harmonised System - internationally 
recognised system for labelling of chemicals.

The new ones are white with a red border and a black image, 
whereas the previous designs were amber/orange with a black 
image. Safety data sheets are also harmonised.

CLP  -Classification, Labelling and Packaging for supply.
This regulation controls chemical classification.

So, all hazardous chemicals you use should have a symbol 
identifying the particular hazard.
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Safety Data Sheets

Each chemical with a CLP symbol will have a safety data sheet 
(SDS) which explains all the safety and emergency procedures 
that are relevant to for that chemical. The SDS can usually be 
downloaded from the internet for that product or a request made 
to the company or seller. For precise information about your 
chemicals refer specifically to the SDS

An overview

Now follows an overview of what type of chemicals fall into each 
category and an overview of the actions that should be taken in 
the event of an accident.
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Oxidising

May cause or intensify fire or explosion

Oxidising



Oxidising

Rinse mouth, 999

Do not induce vomiting, keep casualty calm and do not leave

Move away from contamination, 999

Use pocket mask or chest compressions only if casualty not 

breathing, Remove casualty to fresh air 

Encourage to rest in seated position

Keep casualty clam and stay with them

Wash skin with water for 15 minutes, remove clothing

Rinse cautiously with water for at least 15 minutes especially 

under eyelids. Go to Eye emergency ASAP . Get casualty to 

remove contact lenses ASAP

Get medical advice if unwell



Corrosive

May be corrosive to metals, causes severe skin burns and 

eye damage,

Drain cleaners, acetic acid, hydrochloric acid, ammoniac

Corrosive



Corrosive

Rinse mouth, drink plenty of water for several minutes. 999

Do not induce vomiting, keep casualty calm and do not 

leave

Remove casualty to fresh air 

Encourage to rest in seated position

Keep casualty clam and stay with them. Call 999 if 

problem.

Wash skin with plenty of water

Rinse eyes cautiously with water. Get casualty to remove 

contact lenses ASAP. Go to Eye emergency if problems. 

Get medical advice if unwell



Serious Hazard to Health

Health hazard/Hazardous to the 
ozone layer.

Washing detergents, toilet cleaner, coolant fluid



Health hazard/Hazardous to the ozone layer

May cause EVERYTHING!!!! 
Respiratory irritation,
Drowsiness or dizziness,
Allergic skin reaction, 
Serious eye irritation,
Skin irritation, 
Harmful if swallowed,
Harmful if inhaled
Harmful to public health & ozone layer

Health Hazard, Hazard to Environment



Health Hazard, Hazard to Environment

If swallowed call 999

Do not induce vomiting

Do not breathe dust or fumes

Keep area ventilated

Remove casualty to fresh air 

Encourage to rest in seated position

Keep casualty clam and stay with them

Wash skin with soap and water

Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. 

Remove contact lens, if present and easy to do. 

Continue rinsing

Get medical advice if unwell



Acute Toxicity

Fatal if swallowed, in contact with skin, if 
inhaled or 
Toxic if swallowed, in contact with skin or 
inhaled.

Pesticide, biocide, methanol



Acute Toxicity

Call 999 Rinse mouth

Remove victim to fresh air and keep at rest in 
a position comfortable for breathing

Gently wash with plenty of soap and water
Remove/take off immediately all contaminated 
clothing. Wash contaminated clothing before 
reuse.

Rinse eyes and try to get casualty to remove 
contact lenses.

Seek help if symptoms require



Hazardous to the environment

Very toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects

Toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects

Hazardous to the environment



Hazardous to the environment

Very toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects

Toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects

Pesticides, biocides, petrol, turpentine

Hazardous to the environment

Avoid release to the environment
Collect spillage



Gas under pressure

Contains gas under pressure; may explode if heated.

Contains refrigerated gas; may cause cryogenic burns 

or injury.

Gas under pressure



Gas under pressure

Explosion risk call 999

Evacuate area

Muster workforce into safe area

Call first aiders and check for injuries

Thaw slowly with tepid water for 30 minutes. Continue 

until skin returns to ‘normal’ colour, never use hot. Cover 

with loose sterile dressing. Do not remove clothing 

unless completely thawed. Seek medical advice. 

Keep casualty rested and clam, stay with them.

Get medical advice if casualties



Serious Hazard to Health

Serious hazard to health

Respiratory sensitiser, mutagen, carcinogen, 

reproductive toxicity, systemic target organ 
toxicity, aspiration hazard



Serious Hazard to Health

Serious hazard to health

If swallowed call 999

Do not induce vomiting

Keep casualty clam and stay with them

Do not breathe dust or fumes

Remove casualty to fresh air 

Encourage to rest in seated position

Get medical advice if unwell



Explosive

Explosive

Unstable explosive, mass explosion hazard, 

severe projection hazard

Explosive; fire, blast or projection hazard
May mass explode in fire



Explosion risk call 999

Evacuate area

Muster workforce into safe area

Call first aiders and check for injuries

Flush burns/ eyes with tepid water for 20 minutes. Use 

cling film as dressing for burn. Remove tight clothing or 

restrictions. Do not remove clothing if stuck to burn. 

Seek medical advice for burns to eye or for severe 

burns. 

Keep casualty rested, clam and warm, stay with them.

Get medical advice as required

Explosive



Principles of COSHH

www.alygreenway.co.uk

QA Level 2 Award

Join our next COSHH training course.
We are delivering courses through our virtual classroom
and in person. 

Contact our Team today
E: enquiries@alygreenway.co.uk
M: 07496066325
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